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1. Safety and station issues  
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to present my report and 
operational update on behalf of the team at Hinkley Point B. 
 
We measure our safety performance against top tier indicators, and I am 
pleased to report it is now over 12 years since we experienced a nuclear 
reportable event, over nine years since our last environmental event and 
over three years since the last EDF Energy employee lost time incident at 
the power station. These high levels of safety performance are 
comparable to some of the best performing nuclear power plants in the 
world, and we will ensure we maintain this focus and these high 
standards as we strive towards operational excellence. 
 
Since the last meeting there have been 13 first aid injuries, all of a minor 
nature.  
 

Since we last met and as I have previously reported, the Office for Nuclear Regulation (ONR) has 
prosecuted both EDF Energy Nuclear Generation Ltd and Doosan Babcock Ltd for an incident at the 
station in April 2017 when a Doosan colleague fell through a skylight while in the course of his 
duties. During a sentencing hearing at Taunton Crown Court on 1 February, EDF Energy pleaded 
guilty to charges under the Health & Safety at Work Act 1974 and fined £200,000 plus legal costs. I 
am very pleased that the person involved in the accident continues to recover. We pride ourselves on 
the safety of our operations and it is at the heart of everything we do, however it is clear from this 
incident that we have failed to live up to our own high standards. We fully accept the decision of the 
court and we are sorry that this incident happened. Safety remains our overriding priority and nobody 
should come to work to be hurt. We are a company that cares about everyone working at our sites 
and will do everything we can to learn lessons and to stop this happening again.  
 
Station output for the period between 18 October to 25 February was 2.913 TWh (one terawatt 
equals 1,000,000 megawatts: one terawatt-hour represents one hour of electricity consumption at a 
constant rate of 1TW).  
 
Reactor 4 automatically shutdown on 17 February after a loss of condenser vacuum caused primarily 
by an anomalous valve actuator pressure setting. The unit was safely returned to service on Thursday 
21 February. This shutdown was rated as level 0 on the International Nuclear Event Scale (below scale 
and of no safety significance). Events on a nuclear site are rated according to the International 
Nuclear Event Scale (INES), which is rated from 0 to 7, with 7 being the highest. 
 
It’s also worth mentioning turbine 8 was desynchronised from the grid on 7 February to release some 
static friction which had built up in the generator rotor windings and was causing vibrations on one 
of our turbine bearings. During these operational activities, reactor 4 remained safely online and 
generation output was reduced for a short period. 
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Back in November I was privileged to attend the 2018 EDF Energy Generation apprentice graduation 
ceremony in Birmingham. I would like to offer my congratulations to Hinkley Point B’s Rowan Hill-
James who was named as the power station’s apprentice of the year. Rowan received his award from 
Simone Rossi, EDF Energy’s Chief Executive Officer. 
 
There have been some changes to the station’s management team after Sally Shaw, Hinkley Point B’s 
Plant Manager, left the station on 1 January to take up another senior role within the company. Sally, 
who has been working with us for two and half years, accepted an exciting new challenge at 
Barnwood working for the company’s waste and decommissioning team. We would like to 
congratulate Sally on her new appointment and thank her for the valued and enormous contribution 
she has made at Hinkley Point B over the past couple of years. Marc Paling will be taking over as the 
station’s acting plant manager until a permanent replacement is appointed. 
 
In February BBC Radio Five Live presenter, Nihal Arthanayake, 
visited the site and recorded interviews with Hinkley Point B 
employees in advance of a planned live broadcast from 
Hinkley Point C (HPC) on the following day. The broadcast 
formed part of a long term focus on energy issues in the UK 
and covered topics including: nuclear as part of our energy 
mix, innovations, training and skills and the economic 
benefits of HPC. 
 

 
Last week I had the pleasure of opening a new leadership 
room at the power station. The room, which is located at 
the front of the reception building, was commissioned 
following feedback from a series of leadership training 
sessions which took place in 2018. The purpose of the 
room is to provide leaders with a space where they can talk 
amongst themselves, work along-side their peers and spend 
some time together. It is a fantastic facility which we are 
really lucky to have, and it is a room that can be used by 
the many talented people on site to discuss debate their 
leadership experiences. 

 
Statutory outage begins on Friday 8 March 
Looking ahead, we are planning to shutdown reactor 3 in early March to commence its statutory 
outage. A statutory outage happens once every three years for each reactor, and essentially it is a 
huge maintenance and inspection programme. One thousand extra workers will be joining our usual 
workforce, with the outage scheduled to last around ten weeks. 
 
Together, they will carry out 12,000 separate pieces of work – each carefully planned during the last 
two years of preparation. In addition to standard maintenance and the installation of new equipment 
and plant, the extensive programme of work will also include detailed inspections inside the graphite 
bricks that make up the reactor’s core. As always the outage is planned in advance with the National 
Grid to ensure that there is no impact on the national electricity supply. I will update you on how we 
get on at the next site stakeholder group meeting.  
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Reactor 4 is due to continue operating normally throughout the period.  

 

2. Environmental update 
The Environment Agency site inspector has visited the station throughout the period to complete 
themed inspections. These inspections have not raised any findings of significance. Small 
improvement opportunities have been identified and are being tracked and resolved as part of the 
station's action tracking process. 
 
Radioactive gaseous and aqueous discharges arising from normal plant operations remain at levels 
well below those authorised by the Environment Agency. 

 
On 9 December approximately 40 litres of diluted acid spilled in the water treatment plant area after 
a pipe fractured. The acid was contained within the bund of the system and no personnel came into 
contact with the acid. The station initiated an Event Recovery project to investigate the event and 
prevent reoccurrence. 
 
No other events of environmental significance were recorded during the reporting period. As per 
normal process all events on site that are of interest environmentally are recorded and trended to 
determine the potential for improving our business activities. 
 

3. Emergency arrangements 
On 28 November the station took part in a counter terrorism (CT) exercise which was observed and 
assessed by ONR - Civil Nuclear Security. The exercise was deemed an adequate demonstration of the 
site’s counter terrorism arrangements and the station was given a ‘green’ rating. 
 
The 2019 shift exercise season is complete with all five shifts successfully undertaking their annual 
training and associated emergency exercise. Our 2019 Level 1 exercise is planned for Thursday 25 July. 
The on-site training and exercising for specific aspects of our arrangements, such as fire and first aid, 
continue and the use of the new heat and smoke facility facilitates both innovative and challenging 
training scenarios.  
 
Since our last meeting, there have been three ambulances called to site for station workers who have 
been taken unwell at the workplace. I am pleased to report all three are in the process of making full 
recoveries, with two of the individuals having already returned to work. 
 
The Devon and Somerset Fire & Rescue Service attended the site on 1 November as a precautionary 
measure after a wall mounted convector heater in an office developed an electrical fault. A 
subsequent investigation confirmed the event had been caused by some damaged wiring in a 
crimped connector within the heater, and a fire had not occurred.  
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4. Production statistics 
For the period Thursday 18 October 2018 to Monday 25 February 2019: 
 
TWh (terawatt-hour) Production: 
 

> Reactor 3 1.491 
> Reactor 4 1.421 

 
Unit Capability Factor (% load factor) is based on a rated unit power (RUP) of 485 GNN (Gross Net 
Net) for reactor 3 and 480 GNN for reactor 4. 
 

> Reactor 3 100% excluding planned shutdowns and refuelling 
> Reactor 3 97.8% no allowance for planned events 

 
> Reactor 4 97.0% excluding planned shutdowns and refuelling 
> Reactor 4 94.2% no allowance for planned events 

 
Number of channels re-fuelled on both units: 25 plus 10 shuffled channels. 
 
Number of flasks despatched: 15  
Source: station records. 
 
 

5. Community relations 
Hinkley Point Visitor Centre 
Since opening in December 2012, we have welcomed over 95,000 people into our visitor centre, 
which is based in Bridgwater’s Angel Place Shopping Centre. During that time, over 18,500 people 
have been taken on a guided tour of Hinkley Point B power station and over 6,000 people have been 
taken around the Hinkley Point C construction site.  
 
The visitor centre is open six days a week, Monday to Friday 09:00 hours to 16:00 hours and on 
Saturdays between 09:00 hours and 13:00 hours. An EDF Energy customer services representative is 
also there every Wednesday answering customer queries.  
 
To find out more information about the visitor centre or to book a tour of Hinkley Point B power 
station or the Hinkley Point C construction site, emails hinkleybtours@edf-energy.com or telephone 
0800 096 9650. 
 
Energy STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) Festival  
Hundreds of local primary schoolchildren were treated to a host of fun and scientific activities during 
the 2018 EDF Energy STEM Festival in early December.  
 
Held at the National College for Nuclear in Cannington, the two day event was organised by Hinkley 
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Point’s visitor centre team and supported by volunteers from EDF Energy and Bridgwater and 
Taunton College.  

 
Over 400 young students from 10 primary schools in Sedgemoor and West Somerset attended and 
were guided through a range of hands-on experiments and activities. Technological innovations were 
also on display, and the students took the opportunity to have a go with the latest state of the art 
virtual reality equipment.  
 
External organisations also present at the event included ChemsLabs, STEMworks, Space Detectives 
and Avon and Somerset Constabulary. 
 
Sponsorship and Donations 
EDF Energy continues to support local charities and organisations. Since the last meeting, 
beneficiaries have included:-  

> Arthritis Care, Bridgwater & District 
> Bridgwater College Academy 
> Bridgwater Half Marathon 
> Bridgwater Operatic Society 
> Bridgwater Pantomime Society 
> Bridgwater Parent Support Group 
> Carhampton Recreational Group 
> Inland Waterways Association 
> Kilve Village Hall 
> Marion Evered Trust 
> Musgrove Park Hospital (Triscombe Ward) 
> Rhode Lane Wanderers FC 
> Surviving Winter  
> Sydenham Netball Club 
> Westfield United Reformed Church 
> Weston Hospice 

 
Site visits 
Since the last meeting the station has hosted a variety of organised external group visits, including 
representatives from Bridgwater & Taunton College, Bishop Fox’s School – Taunton, Blundell’s School 
– Tiverton, Bristol National Trust, Bristol University, Chipping Sodbury University of Third Age Group, 
Colston School – Bristol, Eastover Primary School – Bridgwater, Exeter College, Hugh Sexey Middle 
School – Wedmore, Kingsley School – Bideford, Kings of Wessex Academy – Cheddar, Luther College 
– USA, Portsmouth University, South Devon College, Strode College, University of Wales Trinity St 
David, University of the West of England – Bristol, Virgin Care Group, Weston College, Weston Super 
Mare Rotary Club and Wiltshire College. Each group received presentations on EDF Energy, Hinkley 
Point B and nuclear power at the visitor centre before being taken on a guided tour of the site. 
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Charity of the Year – Breast Cancer Now 
Since the company launched its three year charity partnership with Breast Cancer Now in October 
2016, Hinkley Point B staff and contract partners have raised over £24,000 for the popular charity. 
Some of the charity fundraising activities power station workers have taken part in include sporting 
challenges, sponsored events and cake sales, to name just a few.  
 

6. Staff 
> 525 full-time EDF Energy employees 
> 14 apprentices (13 x engineering maintenance and 1 x business) 
> 200 full-time contract staff 
> 1 industrial placement student 

7. Company news 
Cottam to cease generation 
EDF Energy has announced it will end generation at its 2000MW Cottam coal-fired power station in 
North Nottinghamshire. The company proposes to cease generation on 30 September 2019 and has 
started consultation with Trades Union partners and employee representatives of 158 employees 
impacted by the decision. 
 
Cottam power station has played a critical role in keeping the lights on for more than 50 years and 
the decision reflects the challenging market conditions over the last few years and the context of the 
drive to decarbonise electricity generation. 
 
EDF Energy operates the Cottam and West Burton A coal power stations in North Nottinghamshire, 
each capable of generating 2000MW. The company continues to invest in, and to operate, low 
carbon generation, including nuclear and renewables and to invest in battery storage such as the 
49MW project for the UK’s National Grid at the nearby West Burton site. Alongside this is the West 
Burton B CCGT, EDF Energy’s only gas fired power station which has three units with a combined 
output of 1332MW 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Peter Evans 


