Minutes of the Wylfa Site Stakeholder Group
held on Thursday 6th October 2016 in the Eleth/Eilian Rooms
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SSG Chair
Federation of Small Businesses (FSB)
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Wylfa SJC Representative
Llanbadrig CC / Resident
Merched y Wawr
NDA
Llanbadrig CC / Resident
Llanbadrig CC / Resident
CSYM
Amlwch Town Council
Magnox Communications
Natural Resources Wales
CPRW
Mechell Community Council
Mechell Community Council
North Wales Police
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Magnox Communications
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Rhun ap Iorwerth AM
Magnox Ltd
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Also:
Caroline Jones
Ann Llwyd

Minute taker - Cymen
Translator - Cymen

1. Welcome and receive apologies for absence
Aled M Jones welcomed everyone to the Autumn meeting and apologies were
received from:
Deborah Ward, NDA
Rona Arkle, Nuclear Regulation, Environment Agency
Aled Williams, Magnox Ltd
Richard Foxhall, Horizon
Chris Thomas, Food Standards Agency
PC Louise Evans, Operational Planning and Support Services
Cllr. Myrddin Owens, Amlwch Town Council
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Cllr. John Griffith, IOACC Talybolion
Jean Jones
Annette Jones, Anglesey Federation of Wales
Peter Day, Federation of Small Businesses
Gwyn Hughes, Emergency Planning Officer, North Wales Council
Cllr. Llinos Medi Huws, Talybolion Ward
Roy Chape, Emergency Planning Team
A warm welcome was extended to new members:
Gareth Davies, Jonathan Jenkin, NDA, Mr. Don White FSB and Mrs Enid Jones
Merched y Wawr.

2. Approval of the minutes of the 19 May 2016 meeting
The minutes were approved as a true and correct record by Gareth Winston Roberts
and seconded by Derek Owen.

3. Matters arising from the previous minutes
Matters arising were covered in the meeting’s business to follow.
4. SSG Chairman’s Report
The Chair announced that he had been appointed as the Chair of SSG Chair’s Group
who met 3-4 times a year.
A verbal update on his recent activities was presented. Assurance had beeb sought
that further good neighbour level socio-economic funding would be available if a site
exceeded the £6k limit.
Since the last SSG meeting, EnergySolutions and NDA have been through a court
case which was now going to appeal through the High Courts.
A Panorama programme about Sellafield was aired on TV recently, about which the
Chair had been forewarned. Following the programme he had offered his support to
the NDA CEO as the programme seemed very imbalanced.
Forthcoming meetings the Chair was to attend included: RWM meeting in Manchester
later this month regarding waste strategy and the SSG Chairs’ meeting in London in
November.
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5. Wylfa Site Director’s Report
As Stuart Law was not present at the meeting, his report was presented by Gordon
Malcolm, Wylfa Plant Manager. The report had been circulated in advance and
attention was drawn to the following items within it:
There had been no first aid injuries on site since the last meeting and a Target Zero
safety campaign had been launched.
The defuelling structure was now operational however defuelling had not progressed
as well as expected due to issues with fuel route equipment breaking down. One issue
relating to failure of the bearings on Fuelling Machine 2 carousel which had resulted in
a letter from ONR and a meeting in Bootle to answer any issues arising. The other
maintenance issue, failure of the radius and azimuith drives on Dry Store Cell 2, was
currently being worked on.
As a result of these issues, there has been a reduction in scheduled defuelling with
Reactor 1 approx. 5.7% defuelled and Reactor 2 approx. 42% defuelled.
The Dry Store Cell 5 was back in service and currently loading the first flask for
dispatch.
A significant milestone had been reached with regard to the Intermediate Level Waste
Recovery project. In the last two years there had been collaboration with two local
companies on the manufacture of bespoke machinery for waste recovery. It was
reported that the Operations Team and rehearsals were performing well with regard to
this project.
Work was progressing well on the Active Effluent Discharge Line project. 93 metres of
redundant pipeline would be decommissioned as a result.
Maentwrog – It was reported that 13GW/hours of renewable energy had been
produced since the beginning of June, against a target of 10GW/hours, as a result of
heavy rainfall.
Further information was given regarding the EHSSQ letter from the ONR regarding the
shield cap event. Constructive dialogue with the regulator has taken place and lessons
learnt have been noted.
Current workforce figures on site were reported as 355 employees and 3 agency
supplied; the figure did not include Magnox support office staff based at Wylfa.
Wylfa 21 work in community was highlighted and included an event on the 20 June to
celebrate 24 years of fundraising, which had collectively raised in excess of £200k
through the Wylfa 21 Fund. Thirty charities who benefitted from the fund were invited
to the event. Stuart Law had recently opened the Cemaes Carnival and Magnox socioeconomic scheme funding had also been given to the Cemaes Vintage Festival and
Holyhead Sail Festival.
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The Chair referred back to the Maenwrog section of the report and explained to the
Group that Maentwrog was under the responsibility of Wylfa, and as such was included
at these meetings.
Questions
Ken Hughes asked whether there should be concern about safety on the site because
of the four letters issued by the ONR during the last two years. Gordon Malcolm replied
that he did not believe that there were any concerns.
Derek Owen asked if it would be possible for SSG members to have a site visit in order
to gain better understanding of the decommissioning. Gordon Malcolm confirmed he
would look into this request and feed back to the Group.
Action – SSG Secretariat to ascertain if it will be possible for an SSG Site Visit
6. Nuclear Decommissioning Authority Update
Jonathan Jenkin presented the latest update. He reported that a High Court had
judged against the NDA following a trial to examine the claim for damages submitted
by EnergySolutions over its unsuccessful bid to secure the Magnox contract. Further
hearings are due to take place but it is expected to be sometime in 2017 before there
is a final outcome.
Following changes in a number of government departments, the NDA now reports to
the newly created Department for Business, Energy and Industry Strategy (BEIS).
Jonathan advised the SSG Members that the NDA CEO John Clarke was retiring and
Peter Lutchworth, Chief Operating Officer was also leaving, for a new position
elsewhere.
The NDA’s Chairman Stephen Heywood was also coming to the end of a third term,
and appointment of a successor was expected over the next few months.
Magnox Estates matters were highlighted including:
Bradwell – it was reported that the planning permission to enable packaged waste from
Sizewell and Dungeness sites to be stored at Bradwell had been approved. This will
save the UK Taxpayer £200m.
The BBC’s Panorama programme was referred to in more detail, it had been broadcast
a few weeks previously and had focussed on safety at Sellafield, and was based on
information from a whistle-blower. The NDA was very disappointed with the nature of
the programme as the site has an excellent safety record having won nine gold and

Minutes of the Wylfa Site Stakeholder Group
held on Thursday 6th October 2016 in the Eleth/Eilian Rooms

one silver RoSPA safety awards. The NDA thanked the chairman for his telephone call
of support.
A question was asked if Maentwrog was being sold by the NDA. Jonathan reported
that the NDA was reviewing ownership of the site and its associated assets as part of
the business strategy and explained that the Site was not core to decommissioning
work. No decision or timetable had been made on this as yet and an update would be
given as the review progressed.
Questions
Cllr Jac Jones enquired about the waste disposal presentation offered previously by
Radioactive Waste Management (RWM). The Chair replied that the SSG was still
waiting for them to honour their commitment and that he would raise the request at the
meeting in Manchester and get back to Cllr Jones in due course.
Action – SSG Chair/SSG Secretariat to ascertain if a presentation by RWM would be
possible at the next SSG in February.
Gareth Winston Roberts asked for further information on the court case between the
NDA and EnergySolutions (ES). In response, it was reported that the basis of the
claim was that errors were made in the contract competition scoring process. The
Judge found that errors were made in the scoring process between ES and the
Cavendish Fluor Partnership. As ES had issued their claim after the two week appeal
period following the completion of the competition process they were not seeking to
overturn the competition decision, just claiming damages. A claim of approx. £100m
was expected however the appeal was still underway. The Chair asked if the NDA
would ask the Government for further funding to pay the compensation, to which the
NDA responded that they would try their best to avoid this were making some provision
contingent on a legal decision which may or may not happen.
7. Office for Nuclear Regulation Update
Nick Blackburn presented the ONR report and apologised for not attending the last
meeting. Operational strategy is to attend one SSG a year.
Routine inspections were continuing with no significant issues having arisen.
The report focussed on the non-routine matter of interest – as reported by Gordon
Malcolm earlier in the meeting. Stuart Law and Gordon Malcolm had met with the ONR
Bootle in order for the ONR to gain some assurances on the matter. As a result, ONR
inspections have been increased from quarterly to monthly to provide assurance that
the defuelling safety case has been embedded.
There were no concerns for safety and no reasons to be worried about safety. The
transition of people had been relatively smooth and there were no immediate causes
for concern.
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Questions:
Derek Owen showed concern about staff morale, in that some people had been
employed at Wylfa for many years and some were worried about the cap of end
wages. Nick Blackburn stated that this was not a matter that ONR could comment on.
Gordon Malcolm explained that the UK Parliament Enterprise Act 2016 aspires to limit
public sector employees’ exit payments to £95k. He explained that some long term
employees have primary protection and the Government’s proposals were still being
debated. It was understood that there had been significant lobbying and campaigning
to MPs and to Ministers on the matter.

8. Natural Resources Wales (NRW) Update
Paul Wright presented the report which was circulated in advance and drew attention
to discharges from Wylfa, which were within the limits set. Changes had been made in
the sampling process and the site was now operating self-monitoring and reporting.
Routine environmental monitoring was ongoing with samples taken from various areas;
there were no causes for concern.
With regard to routine regulatory matters, NRW had attended the site four times since
last meeting as listed in the report.
Installation of the alternative effluent discharge line had been completed and NRW
looked forward to seeing this in service. An elevated level of chromate found in the
effluent was receiving attention.
NRW had made minor variations to three permits relating to surface water from the
site.
It was reported that there were no events or enforcement actions since the last
meeting.
Questions: there were no questions raised.

9. Update from Wylfa Waste Manager
Aled Williams was not present; therefore, the item was presented by Gordon Malcolm
who gave a verbal report.
With regard to normal activities, there was nothing major to report, however the
following items were highlighted:
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The DSC 4 recovery project implementation had slipped approx. two months to
allow the rehearsals at Mona Engineering works to be as effective as possible.



The Post Operational Clean-Out (POCO) had gone very well this year with more
activities planned, e.g. the removal of residual ferrous sulphate, some more bulk
acid and caustic, 5-AP boiler dosing chemical, insulation oil form 400KV cables, R2
circulator oil, boron dust removal, activated charcoal from the iodine absorption
plant.



The switching over to the new Active Effluent Discharge Line would allow the site to
shut down the existing route. The project would produce a few cubic metres of
packaged metallic waste.

All the above work is scheduled over the next few months. It was noted these were not
large volumes, and that vehicular transport would remain lower than during previous
normal operations.

10. Socio Economic Scheme Update
Mair Jones introduced herself as the new Socio Economic Lead and presented the
report circulated in advance. Wylfa’s current 2016/17 financial position was highlighted
as per the tracker provided. There had been eight successful applications under the
good neighbour scheme since April. There were two bigger ongoing projects - the Môn
Communities First Driving Skills programme and Menter Môn Morlais tidal energy
project , which would be discussed at the next SSG meeting. Details of the Socio
Economic Plan were available online. Funding to the value of approx. £141k had been
awarded this year to date.
It was noted that Michelle Humphreys had now taken over communications at
Trawsfynydd and Wylfa.
Thanks were expressed to Jill Callander for making the meeting arrangements for the
day.

11. Open Forum Question and Answer Session
No questions were received.

Any Other Business
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The 2017 Meeting dates of 9 February, 8 June and 12 October
were shared with members.

12. Next Meeting – 9 February 2017.
The meeting closed at 15.55.

