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1.

Safety and station update

It has been another busy year once again here at Dungeness B, but one in which we
have made great strides in our safety and generation performance.
We have overcome many challenges this year, notably delivering a strong performance
during the 018 statutory outage. Our refuelling outage performance is now at a
consistently high level too, the fuel route has performed particularly well again
allowing 6,653 Giga Watt hours (GWH) to be delivered, putting us 586 GWh ahead
of plan (the equivalent of three weeks’ generation with both units at full power).
This is the second best generation in the station’s lifetime; we were 11 hours short
of the record set in 2003/4.

Martin B Pearson
Station Director

Our safety record across all indicators has improved with the exception of Total
Recordable Injury Rate events. We had four TRIR events during 2015. One of these
being a Lost Time Injury during an off-site training session, there was also one
International Nuclear Events Scale event reported for 2015 (you can find more detail
on these under point four of this report). We have more work to do to ensure all
those who work at the station never have the need to call on medical treatment,
however minor.

With the successful completion of our statutory outage; an outage performance that was without doubt our
best outage performance for many years, celebrating 100,000 visitors to our EDF Energy visitor centres,
achieving over 6TWh of generation at the end of 2015 and the purchase of Dungeness estate, 2015 for
Dungeness has been, in my opinion, the station’s best combined safety and generation performance ever!
Our top level business plan targets for 2016 are Zero Harm and 7,200 GWh. There is no statutory outage
planned this year, just the seven refuellers; the first of which started on R22 on Monday 4 January today.

2.

Environmental events

There have been no environmental events at Dungeness B during the fourth quarter of 2015.
• The Environment Agency visited the station on three separate occasions between October and
December for routine inspections against the station's environmental permits.
• In November Lloyds Register Quality Assurance (LRQA) undertook their annual surveillance at
Dungeness B and recommended continued certification of the station's Environmental Management
System to the international standard ISO14001:2004.
• A grey seal was safely recovered from the station forebay in November 2015 and released back into the
wild with the assistance of the British Divers Marine Life Rescue organisation.
• Continued monitoring of groundwater at DNB has not identified any exceedances of the reporting level
agreed with the Environment Agency for Tritium since the start of December.
*Tritium - a naturally occurring radioactive form of hydrogen that is produced in the atmosphere when
cosmic rays collide with air molecules. As a result, tritium is found in very small or trace amounts in
groundwater throughout the world. Tritium emits a weak form of radiation, a low-energy beta particle
similar to an electron. The tritium radiation does not travel very far in air and tritium radiation cannot
penetrate the skin. Tritium is a by-product of generating nuclear power and as such our nuclear power
plants routinely and safely release dilute concentrations of tritiated water. These authorised releases are
closely monitored by the Environment Agency. The levels of tritium that are discharged are heavily diluted.
To put into perspective, the level of radiation in the discharge is about the same as eating half a brazil nut.
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3.

Emergency arrangements

The following emergency exercises are scheduled to take place during quarter 1 in 2016:

4.

•

17 February - 0900 to 1230 hrs - Full site muster

•

30 Mar - 0930 to 1230 hrs - Participants Only

•

We also routinely test our emergency alarms on a weekly basis.

Station events

Four Total Recordable Injury Response (TRIR) events have been recorded for Dungeness B in 2015. The TRIR classification
refers to any lost time injuries, restricted work injuries or medical treatments.
•
•
•
•

Contract Partner - Crane technician sustained a hairline fracture on their left hand during a crane
maintenance activity.
Contract Partner - Whilst walking from their office tripped on GRP flooring on North Site, due to the nature
of the fall he required some dental treatment.
EDF Energy Employee - Whilst exiting a work area a cubicle door slammed shut on their right forefinger
causing a laceration and fracture.
EDF Energy Employee - Whilst attending off-site fire team training the Individual sustained a knee ligament
injury. This was categorised as a Lost Time Injury (LTI)

There was one INES 1 (International Nuclear Events Scale) event reported for 2015 to date
• Two compressed air receivers located in the Boiler House were identified as being at risk of failing if they
were affected by a fire in the area. This failure had the potential to damage nearby Steam Pipework that
needs to claim a low probability of failure. Due to this concern, passive fire protection has been installed
onto the affected air receivers, as an interim measure, with further improvements planned to take place in
the near future.

5.

Generation summary

*Unit 21
Remained at nominal power for a majority of the last quarter of 2015. The Unit was however, manually
shutdown by the operator to investigate a valve on the Condensate System. After completing the investigations
Reactor 21 was successfully synchronised to the grid on Tuesday 27 October at 18:58pm. Unit 21 produced
3,870 GWh during 2015.
*Unit 22

Generated at full power during the final quarter of 2015. Unit 22 produced 2,783 GWh in 2015

*A Unit refers to a reactor and its generating turbine
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6.

Community relations

Our Visitor Centre continues to thrive with us welcoming over 1,133 visitors from the community
during the third quarter of the year.
Visits to Dungeness B can be arranged by contacting dungenessbtours@edf-energy.com or 01797 343728.
Quarter 3 Highlights:
October
 Eight years no Lost Time Injuries for Contract Partners
 Commercial Road show
 European Safety Week

November
 EDF Energy purchase Dungeness Estate
 Long Service Awards
 Motivation by a World Champion

December
 LabLive
 Dungeness b Christmas Fun!
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7.

Company news

EDF Energy opens new national training centre in Somerset
Energy Minister Andrea Leadsom has opened EDF Energy’s new national training centre in Cannington,
Somerset.
Cannington Court is a restored 12th century Benedictine nunnery which combines the latest in energy saving
technology and digital learning with an historic space for thinking and collaboration.
Andrea Leadsom joined EDF Energy CEO Vincent de Rivaz at the centre near the proposed new nuclear power
station at Hinkley Point C. Cannington Court is a multi-million investment which will meet the training needs of
EDF Energy, and allow collaboration with academic and industry partners.
Its facilities include new ways of learning through digital tools and virtual reality hardware. It also includes a
simulator training centre.
Search is on for EDF Energy’s next apprentices
EDF Energy is searching for around 50 apprentices to join the company next year and is also hoping more young
women will apply before January’s deadline.
Apprenticeships will be available at each of EDF Energy’s generation sites and traditionally most of the new
apprentices come from local schools around Somerset.
This year’s apprentice recruitment coincides with a national campaign to change teenage girls’ perceptions of
science and inspire them to pursue science-based careers.
Although the company’s generating stations already have a number of successful female apprentices, EDF
Energy wants to attract more.

EDF Energy Renewables takes on development of Dorenell wind farm project
EDF Energy Renewables (EDF ER) is taking on the development of the Dorenell Wind Farm, which is one of the
largest onshore wind projects due to be built in Scotland. EDF Energy Renewables will develop and construct the
project, working with the renewable energy company Infinergy.
The site near Dufftown in Moray has been developed by Infinergy and consent for a 59-turbine wind farm with a
capacity of up to 177MW was granted by Scottish Ministers in December 2011.
If successful this would see the wind farm's installed capacity increased to approximately 200MW.
Once built, Dorenell could produce enough electricity for up to 138,000 homes. Grid connection is planned for
2018.

Regards,

Martin B Pearson
Station Director
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