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1. Safety and station issues  
  
I am pleased to present my report and operational update on behalf of the team 
at Hinkley Point B. 
 
On a personal note, I would like to start by letting you know that this will sadly be 
my last report as station director. During the past four years I have been 
immensely privileged and proud to lead the team here, but I have now been asked 
to take on the role of Safety and Assurance Director for Generation, based at our 
Barnwood offices. 
 
Although I am sad to be leaving the power station, I am delighted to say that Peter 

Evans, plant manager, will be taking over as the station director later this summer. Peter has helped 
me tremendously during my time at Hinkley B and thoroughly deserves this exciting opportunity. I am 
sure you will join me in wishing him well in his new role. 
 
I will always retain a strong interest in and affection for Hinkley B and the great team working here, 
as well as a warm appreciation of the community support and bond with this part of Somerset.  
 
Station output for the period 16 February  to 12 June 2015 was 1.88 TWh (One terawatt equals 
1,000,000 megawatts: one terawatt-hour represents one hour of electricity consumption at a 
constant rate of 1TW). 
 
Reactor 3 operated at nominal full load throughout the period.  Reactor 4 returned to service on 18 
April, following the successful completion of its planned maintenance work. 
 
Reactor 4 was taken out of service on 23 January to commence its statutory outage, which happens 
once every three years for each reactor.  
 
The inspection and maintenance programme consisted of over 12,000 tasks and included the 
exchange of two gas circulators, which help cool the reactor, as well as replacing rotors on the 
turbine. The reactor’s graphite core was also inspected to confirm its expected safe condition, as well 
as maintenance of the unit’s turbine. The station’s own team of 550 employees were supported by 
around 1,000 additional contract partners during the outage. 
 
In the reporting period there were no recordable injuries (a recordable injury is one that results in lost 
time or restricted duties or a medical treatment). Since the last meeting there have been 22 minor 
first aid injuries, nine of which were sustained during the statutory outage. Our total recordable injury 
rate stands at 0, and it is now 21 months since our last recordable injury.  
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One of our Hinkley team fought off stiff competition to win the foundation degree/HND student of 
the year category at the UK 2015 National Skills Awards. Jess Batts is a nuclear safety engineer at the 
station and on a foundation degree placement scheme. She has also played a significant part in STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) activities as part of our community engagement. Her 
winning this award is testament to the hard work she has put in. 
 
  

2. Environmental update 
 
I am pleased to report it is now over six years since the station’s last reportable environmental event. 
The healthy reporting culture which exists at the station ensures all lower tier events are captured, no 
matter how small they may be. 
 
However, in April we did inform the Environment Agency that we had noted a defect with gaseous 
sampling equipment on one of the smaller discharge routes. The defect occurred following routine 
maintenance. This meant that gaseous emissions on this discharge route were underestimated by 
about 5% in March. The defect was promptly fixed. Though the discharge from this route is of a 
minor level the Environment Agency noted a minor non-compliance against our permit. 
 
The Environment Agency site inspector has visited site on a number of occasions to complete themed 
inspections. There have been no findings of any significance, and those of a minor nature are 
followed up via the regular call downs. 
. 

3. Emergency arrangements 
 

The highlight of the period was the successful demonstration to the Office for Nuclear Regulation 
(ONR) of the station’s emergency arrangements on 9 June. This particular exercise was a first for EDF 
Energy as it was part of a bigger nuclear exercise involving a simultaneous test of the off-site 
emergency plan and the national arrangements. The whole end-to-end exercise was a success and 
the result of nearly two years of planning and preparation involving personnel from within Hinkley 
Point B, the wider EDF Energy Generation business, Somerset Local Authorities’ Civil Contingencies 
Unit, and numerous national organisations and stakeholders, including the emergency services. 
 
In addition to shift exercises the station is planning for a security exercise to be demonstrated to ONR 
(CNS) on 15 July, and a RADSAFE transport exercise in September. Planning for our 2016 exercises 
has already started. 
 
There have been no accidents at Hinkley Point B requiring attendance of the ambulance service, 
although there have been four occasions during the reporting period where an ambulance has been 
requested to attend the site for staff or contract partners who have been taken ill. All have since 
made a recovery from their symptoms. 
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Police were in attendance on 1 April for a small protest by representatives of anti-nuclear groups. We 
effected a successful outcome in co-ordination with adjacent sites and the police. The protest had no 
impact on station operation. 
 
The fire and rescue service attended site on 19 April for an alarm generated in a cable flat. This alarm 
had activated spuriously and was fully investigated with the fire service to confirm that there was no 
fire. The station and fire service teams were then stood down. 
 
The station continues to work with all three emergency services to develop the working arrangements 
in place with them and to develop and revise training and exercise needs. The emergency services 
have an open invitation to attend the station for familiarity visits with the Emergency Preparedness 
team and several are planned. 
 

4. Station events 
 

There were no INES reportable events during the reporting period.  
 
Events on a nuclear site are rated according to the International Nuclear Event Scale (INES), which is 
rated from 0 to 7, with 7 being the highest. A Level 1 event is classified as an anomaly. 
 
The station has had 3163 Nuclear Reportable Event free days (as at 18 June 2015). 
 
The station has now achieved over eight years without a nuclear reportable event. 
 
On 26 March during reactor 4 refuelling operations an outage closure actuator was being removed 
by the charge hall crane from a buffer store de-pressurised storage tube. Whilst this lifting operation 
was being carried out, a small amount of residual clean CO2 was present in the tube and this caused 
the outage closure actuator to be lifted out of its position and into the air. Nobody was hurt during 
the event, and the station has undertaken a full investigation. 
 

5. Production statistics 
 

For the period 16 February  to 12 June 2015: 
 
TWh (terawatt-hour) Production: 
 
Reactor 3 1.307 
Reactor 4 0.572 
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Reactor 3 operated at nominal full load during the period. Reactor 4 returned to service on 18 April 
following its statutory outage, which commenced on 23 January. It has since operated at nominal full 
load. 
 
Unit Capacity Factor (% load factor) is based on a rated unit power (RUP) of 480 GNN (Gross Net Net) 
for reactor 3 and 475 GNN for reactor 4. 
 
 

> Reactor 3 100% excluding planned shutdowns and refuelling 
> Reactor 3 97% no allowance for planned events 

 
 

> Reactor 4 100% excluding planned shutdowns and refueling 
> Reactor 4 42.9% no allowance for planned events, including statutory outage 

 
Number of channels re-fuelled on both units: 26, plus 15 shuffled channels. 
 
Number of flasks despatched: 16 
 
Source: station records. 
 

6. Community relations 
 

Site visits 
Since the last meeting the station has hosted a variety of organised external group visits, including 
representatives from National Trust, Wells Probus Club, Ilminster Probus Club, Rotary Club of Ilminster, 
Wiltshire Woman's Institute Club, Somerset Local History Group, Bristol Concorde Group, Mazda 
MX5 Owners Club, Portsmouth University, Brunel University, Cardiff University, Weston College, 
Norton Radstock College, Exeter College, Gwent College, North Devon College, Somerset College, 
Robert Blake Science College (Bridgwater) and St Joseph's School (Burnham on Sea). Each group 
received presentations on EDF Energy, Hinkley B and nuclear power at our visitor centre before being 
taken on a guided tour of the site. So far during 2015 we have hosted 66 organised group visits to 
Hinkley B, with over 1,000 people touring the power station.  
 
Talk Service 
The company offers a service where Hinkley B employees will give presentations to the local 
community about nuclear power, EDF Energy and the power station. Talk Service speakers can be 
booked by contacting our visitor centre on 01278 429225 / 01278 428988 or by email 
hinkleybtours@edf-energy.com.  
 
During the period presentations were made to the Bridgwater Wine Making Circle Club and 
Cossington Friends and Neighbour groups. 
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Sponsorship and Donations 
EDF Energy continues to support local charities and organisations. So far beneficiaries in 2015 have 
been:- 
 Clowns, West Somerset 
 Stowey Gardeners, Nether Stowey 
 Bridgwater Guy Fawkes Carnival, Bridgwater 
 Victoria Park Community Centre, Bridgwater 
 Bridgwater Friends of Cancer Research UK and the 2015 Bridgwater Fun Run 
 Homestart, Bridgwater 
 Nether Stowey School PTFA, Nether Stowey 
 Pawlett Pre School, Pawlett 
 Prince’s Trust, Bridgwater 
 
Visitor centre  
Members of the public and organised groups have been taking the opportunity to visit Hinkley Point’s 
visitor centre since it was opened in December 2012. Over 27,500 people have visited the interactive 
centre in Bridgwater’s Angel Place Shopping Centre. The centre is open six days a week, Monday to 
Friday 09:30 to 16:00 hours and on Saturdays between 09:30 and 13:00 hours. An EDF Energy 
customer services representative is also there every Wednesday between 10:00 and 15:00 hours 
answering customer queries. To find out more information about the visitor centre or to book a tour 
of Hinkley Point B power station, email hinkleybtours@edf-energy.com or telephone 01278 429225 / 
01278 428988. Since the visitor centre opened over 6,000 people have visited the Hinkley B site. 
 

7. Staff 
 

> 552 full-time EDF Energy employees 
> 34 apprentices 
> 230 full-time contract staff 
> 13 foundation degree students 
 
 

8. Company news 
Hinkley B diversity and inclusion day 
Staff at Hinkley B organised a series of events and activities to mark the station’s diversity and 
inclusion day held on 20 May. The highlight of the day was a visit by Becky Andrews, who has 
cerebral palsy, and her assistance dog, Gino. Becky works at our Barnwood offices and is employed as 
part of the ‘Steps Into Work’ programme with STAR College in Cheltenham. Becky spoke openly and 
honestly about her experiences and what difficulties and barriers she has overcome to get to where 
she is today. She also spoke very lovingly about Gino, who helps her enormously in doing everyday 
things. It really was a pleasure to meet them both.  
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EDF Energy awarded UK’s largest annual electricity supply contract  
EDF Energy has been awarded the UK’s largest annual electricity supply contract by the Crown 
Commercial Service following a competitive tender process. 
 
The renewal of the multi-billion pound four-year agreement will see EDF Energy continue to supply 
electricity to thousands of public buildings and sites across central and local government, including 
schools, the NHS, the Highways Agency and major cultural assets such as the National Gallery. 
 
The contract covers around 8,000 sites, equivalent to 9.6 terawatt hours of electricity a year, or 
enough to power 2.3 million UK homes.  
 
Smart metering apprenticeships 
EDF Energy has begun its search for the next group of smart metering apprentices. 
 
Four of the UK’s ten smart metering apprentices will be based in the south west, with training taking 
place at Cannington Court. 
 
They will also shadow EDF Energy technicians in the field and assist with the installation of smart 
meters in areas such as Bristol, Taunton, Exeter and Plymouth. More details can be found at: 
 
www.edfenergy.com/careers/early-careers/apprenticeships/smart-metering-apprenticeship 
  
 
Regards 
 
 

 
 

 
Mike Harrison 
Station Director 

 
 


