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SUMMARY 
 
Safety performance of the site over the period remains solid, recognised by the 
recent award of a fifth successive President’s Award from the Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA). 
 
In terms of project progress, all pond skips (including the skip store skips) have been 
processed, and the last few are awaiting shipment to the USA for smelting.  Work 
continues to increase the robustness of the secondary containment associated with 
three of our Settling Tanks, while more general work progresses as part of our asset 
and liabilities management programme.  Notably, preparatory work is progressing 
well to ready the turbine hall for demolition later this year, subject to funding. 
 
Routine waste operations continue, including preparations to send the last of the 
pond skips to the USA for metal melting.  In terms of strategy, an important 
optioneering meeting has taken place to help inform the site’s approach to managing 
intermediate level waste. 
 
As ever, the site has hosted a number of visitors including the Committee on 
Radioactive Waste Management, the local MP, the Deputy Chief Inspector from the 
NII, the NDA Safety Assurance Manager, and a group of ten clergy! 
 
The site remains active in terms of community relations, presenting a cheque for a 
substantial amount to our out-going charity, welcoming a new charity for the year, 
hosting a business breakfast, and supporting a number of community groups through 
sponsorships and donations. 



1.  SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE 
  
The site has now gone over 1100 days without a lost time accident and over 26 
months without a personal contamination event.  We have also recently been 
awarded our fifth consecutive President’s Award from the Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA). 
 
A number of security enhancements have been made to the site, including the 
introduction of a PIN system to access site and the establishment of a ‘lock-down 
system’ to secure the site in the event of an unauthorised incursion.  The latter 
arrangement is being tested as part of the annual security exercise programme. 
 
2.  PROJECT PROGRESS   
 
Ponds Decommissioning 
 
Having already completed fuel free verification in R2 ponds, fuel free verification 
continues in R1 ponds which is now 70% complete and the fuel dispatch route for R1 
is being prepared for use.   
 
Skip Processing 
 
As reported in the previous SSG report, the last of the ponds skips has been sent to 
the Bear Creek facility in the USA for smelting. The team has since been busy 
processing the skip store skips and has recently completed decontamination and 
size-reduction of all these skips.  These skips will be sent in final shipments to the 
USA by the end of the summer. 
 
Settling Tanks 
 
Leak detection pit isolation from Settling Tank 1, 2 and 3 secondary containment 
continues and testing and commissioning of the repair is on-going.   
 
Technologies for external tank inspections have been evaluated and commercial 
activities have commenced to secure a contractor to deliver the work.  
 
Systems and Structures Preservation Project 
 
Work continues to ensure the continued integrity of the assets we need and the 
removal of liabilities we no longer need.  Up and coming work includes removal of the 
pipe bridges between R1 west and R2 east blower houses and glazing repair work 
on all four blower houses.   
 
Asbestos 
 
Work continues to clear areas identified in the site’s asbestos management plan. 
 
Electrical Overlay System 
 
The Electrical Overlay System is now fully in-service and providing electrical supplies 
across the site. This has enabled the isolation and final disconnection of the site’s old 
high voltage system and provides a safer environment for deplanting, 
decommissioning and demolition work.  Some minor works are still planned before 
final close-out can begin. 
 



Turbine Hall 
 
There is a possibility that funds may become available later in the year to demolish 
the turbine hall.  To prepare for such an eventuality, preparation work has been 
taking place including services surveys, an ecological survey, hazardous material 
surveys, structural surveys and the re-location of adjacent workshops and offices.  
Preparatory work would be complete by the end of September 2010, allowing 
demolition to commence at the beginning of November 2010, subject to funding. 
 
Demolition would reduce the cost of asset management at the site. The end-state for 
the turbine hall footprint is landscaping with grass and shrubs.  
 
3.  WASTE MANAGEMENT 
 
Between February and May 198.7 tonnes of non-radioactive controlled clean waste 
was despatched from site, of which over 90% was re-cycled.  
 
In February, one shipment of waste was sent to the Hythe facility for incineration. 
 
In March, one half-height ISO container was sent to the low level waste repository 
near Drigg with a further dispatch planned for July.  
 
One full-height ISO container of drummed waste for super compaction was 
dispatched to Sellafield in March with another planned for June. 
 
Three half-height ISO containers are scheduled to be sent to the USA for metal 
melting in July/August. This melted metal will be re-used beneficially within the 
nuclear industry. 
 
Intermediate Level Waste 
 
A number of Hinkley stakeholders, including SSG representatives, attended a site-
based optioneering study for the management of intermediate level waste, part of the 
evaluation of the MiniStores option. An outcome report is currently being prepared.  
 
Alongside this, following NDA and regulatory discussions, Magnox has awarded a 
framework contract to provide MiniStore containers, initially to support projects at 
Berkeley and Bradwell. 
 
4.  COMPANY MATTERS 
 
Deputy Site Director 
 
At the beginning of May we said goodbye to Hinkley A’s deputy site director, Tim 
Watkins, who worked at Hinkley for 30 years and was a prominent figure, especially 
at local community events. He has joined the team at Sizewell as deputy site director. 
Rob Ledger, previously operations manager, will now fill the role as Hinkley’s deputy 
site director.  Rob carried out his first external community engagement at the 
beginning of June at a decommissioning presentation to the Sedgemoor Rotary Club 
meeting at the Walnut Tree, North Petherton. 
 
 
 
 
 



Company innovations campaign - i4 
 
As reported at the last SSG, i4 is the new innovations programme running throughout 
Magnox North and Magnox South, with awards sponsored by EnergySolutions and 
the NDA.   
 
Hinkley submitted three ideas that made it to the semi final stage with one, the 
remotely operated vehicle (ROV) that was used in the ponds, progressing on to the 
finals. We can now report that the ROV won first place in the innovations category 
and Barry Smith, also from Hinkley, won the Impact Award for his invention ‘Barry’s 
Box’.  
 
Magnox South Restructuring Programme 
 
Following detailed discussions between Magnox South and the trade unions, the 
proposed structures for Magnox South have been finalised. 
 
From 17 May all Magnox South staff began a process of aspirational counselling 
sessions giving them the opportunity to record aspirations for the future and to outline 
the role(s) they would like to be considered for in the new structure.  Discussions 
currently taking place regarding the possible re-combination of Magnox South and 
Magnox North may impact the timescales of the restructuring programme. 
 
5.  VISITORS TO THE SITE 
 
We have hosted inspections from all three of our regulators over the last few months 
– Ian Bretherton (NII), Doug Withey (EA) and John Gilliland (OCNS).  Of particular 
note, accompanying Ian Bretherton was Colin Patchett, NII Deputy Chief Inspector. 
   
In March, members of CoRWM, the Committee on Radioactive Waste Management, 
visited Hinkley. CoRWM provides independent scrutiny and advice on the 
implementation plans and programmes of the government and of the Nuclear 
Decommissioning Authority (NDA).  The group toured the site and feedback from the 
visit was excellent.  A report from them has been published with all their comments 
and is available on their website. 
 
The most unusual visit was from a group of ten local clergy, hosted by Geraldine 
Kirk, Hinkley’s industrial chaplain. 
 
Other recent visitors include Steve Blakeway, recently-appointed NDA Safety 
Assurance Manager, and Ian Liddell-Grainger, newly re-elected local MP. 
 
6.  COMMUNITY RELATIONS  
 
Charity of the year 
 
Each year, staff at Hinkley Point A choose a local charity to support. Throughout the 
year staff take part in various fund-raising activities to help raise money for our 
chosen charity. Last year we supported Ups and Downs Southwest, a local charity 
supporting families and children with Downs Syndrome, managing to raise a fantastic 
£11,673.52 for them.  
 
This year staff have chosen to support the special care baby unit at Musgrove Park 
Hospital.   
 



Educational Support 
 
Members of HR and Communications will be attending ‘The Big Bang Southwest’ 
innovations awards at Bath University in July. The awards are a chance to recognise 
excellence in science and technology in school children from across the southwest.  
Hinkley Point A has also sponsored the award category ‘Young Engineers for Britain’ 
at the event. 
 
Business Breakfast 
 
A business breakfast was held at the end of March at the Exchange in Bridgwater. 
More than 60 local businesses and stakeholders, including local MP Ian Liddell-
Grainger, were updated on site decommissioning work.   
 
Magnox South Socio-economic Scheme 
 
The Magnox South Socio-Economic scheme for 2010-2011 has now been launched. 
More information and application packs can be found at 
www.magnoxsouthsites.com/community/socioeconomic-support 
 
Parent Body Organisation Sponsorship 
  
Since the last SSG meeting we have supported the following community groups 
through the EnergySolutions sponsorship and donations policy: 
 

 Wembdon Cricket Club  
 Bridgwater Industrialists  
 Danesfield Primary School   
 Bridgwater Schools FA 
 Nether Stowey May Fayre 
 Spaxton Primary School 
 Sedgemoor Rotary Club 
 Cannington Fuchsia and Pelargonium Society 
 Cannington Pre-School 
 Kilve News 
 Crowcombe and Stogumber Primary 
 Watchet Football Club 
 Nether Stowey Recreation Ground 
 
 
 

http://www.magnoxsouthsites.com/community/socioeconomic-support

